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We begin October with our Harvest Festival celebrations. It is a 

time to give thanks for the wide variety of food we have to enjoy 

and also to stop and think about all the people involved in 

producing the food that we eat. Even in a rural community, many 

of us are much less involved with the tasks of ploughing, sowing 

and gathering in than our ancestors would have been. We no 

longer all stop what we are doing to go and help with the harvest – 

I am not sure the farmers would welcome us if we all turned up to get in their way! This 

year, we are perhaps particularly reminded of the factory workers and drivers a little 

further along the food chain, as supermarkets offer dire warnings of shortages in the 

run-up to Christmas. 

Mother Nature has also been issuing dire warnings this year. Storms, floods, wildfires 

and unusual weather patterns even in Essex mean we can no longer ignore the effects 

of climate change. Environmental catastrophe is no longer a future concern, but is now 

a present reality for many. It is time for all of us to take notice and proactively consider 

what needs to be done. The Church of England has set ambitious targets for reducing 

our carbon footprint and all of our churches have been asked to look at our energy 

usage and efficiency both as church communities and as individuals. It isn’t easy in 

villages where we all depend on cars. Lockdown Zoom has taught us that, sometimes, 

we can meet without having to get into our cars and turn on the heating in a church or 

village hall. What other small changes can we make that, cumulatively, would make a 

big difference? 

As we celebrate harvest in our villages, let’s thanks to God for all that we have, spare a 

thought for those who work hard to make sure we have it and ask what we can do to 

protect the harvests of the future for those who come after us. 

Anne-Marie  

FROM THE TEAM RECTOR 
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Learning lessons from a graveyard 
 

If you’re looking for a quiet oasis away from the bustle and busyness of everyday life, 
there’s a place where nature, heritage and the life histories of hundreds of local people 
are on peaceful display. 

Take a walk in your local cemetery.  

The chances are it’s a place where nature abounds, where socially-distant peace can be 
found, and you can meditate on the deeper issues of life. 

It’s true that graveyards seldom feature in most people’s favourite places to visit. Many 
find them morbid, reminding them of their own mortality. 

Or they can prompt memories of loved ones no longer with us, and the sadness over-
comes the happy memories of the life shared together. Others simply rush past cemeter-
ies or graveyards, without even noticing that they are there. 

But walk among the gravestones, read the inscriptions and you find the stories of peo-
ple’s lives.  

Samuel Ryder, the Hertfordshire seed merchant who devised the United States v Europe 
Ryder Cup golf tournament, is buried in the cemetery opposite the church where I minis-
ter. When I visited recently, someone had left golf balls on his grave.  

In the same cemetery, there are more than 200 plain white graves of local and Common-
wealth service people who died during the two world wars, and a memorial to the many 
local soldiers who died in the First World War. 

To wander around any cemetery or graveyard is to enter into the lives of generations of 
families. To see the grave of the still-born baby close to the child who died in infancy, 
both near to the grandmother who died in her nineties. The husband and wife who died 
within months of each other, are alongside the wife who outlived her spouse by dec-
ades.  

I’m always struck by how people are described. Most are defined by their family rela-
tionships – beloved grandfather, grandmother, father, mother, wife, husband, son or 
daughter. 

Others are described by their roles in life – actress, golf professional or for the war 
graves, by their ranks. How long, I wonder, had the young men and women been in uni-
form before meeting their deaths – and being remembered ever after as soldiers? In 
some cases, it may have been just a few months. 

What, I find myself asking, would I like to have written on my gravestone? How would 
each of us like to be remembered? How can long lives be summed up in the few words 
you can fit on a gravestone? 
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And what is it that we are doing in life that will be of lasting value? Cemeteries are places 
that can make you consider your own life and think about what is important in it. 

Many Christian funerals begin with the words of Jesus Christ, 'I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die.'   

It is a promise I hold to as I walk the paths around the graves.      
 

By the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a former 
communications director for the C of E.  

Two thirds of churches in UK plan to keep 
streaming online, says survey 
 

Almost two thirds of UK churches plan to carry on streaming online, even after 
restrictions lift.  

According to a recent survey by the insurance group Ecclesiastical and The Bible Society, 
93 per cent of churches have used new ways to keep in touch with their congregation 
and over two in five churches (43 per cent) saw an increase in attendance as a result.  

Live streaming has undoubtedly helped churches keep their services going during the 
pandemic, but this research suggests most, 62 per cent, would like the new habit to 
stay.  

In the survey, 93 per cent said that they had used the video platform Zoom since March 
2020, while others used Facebook (60 per cent), YouTube (5 per cent) and Microsoft 
Teams (1 per cent) to stream to their congregation. 

Over two in five of the churches who had used these new channels said that they had 
seen an increase in attendance against their usual numbers, leading most to say they will 
carry on streaming after lockdown ends. 

As one vicar in Norfolk said, "At the height of the pandemic we were getting over a 
hundred visits to our Facebook page a day, ten times as many as beforehand.  

"By using social media we've been able to reach many more people than ever came 
through the actual church door each week, so it's definitely something we're looking to 
continue offering. There is certainly more hope now than there was this time last year 
and we look forward to the Lord leading us from this difficult time into freedom and new 
beginnings." 
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Harvest Thanksgiving Services  
All Saints Gt Braxted,  

Sunday 3 rd October, Harvest Festival Parish Communion, 11.15am  
*** 

All Saints, Inworth,  
Sunday 3rd October, Harvest Festival Matins, 11.15am  

*** 
All Saints, Messing,  

Sunday 10th October, Harvest Festival Morning Worship, 11.00am  
*** 

St Luke’s, Tiptree, Sunday 10th October, 11.00am followed by lunch –  details below 
  

Our churches are collecting for the Food Bank. For the list of items needed,  

please contact Christine Hall or see weekly newssheet 

 

 

 

St Luke’s Harvest Lunch  

Sunday 10th October, after the 11.00am Harvest Service St Luke’s will be holding our 

Ploughmans Harvest Lunch (ham, cheese or ham & cheese) in the church extension. It 

will be a lovely opportunity to share food and fellowship together again. Food will be 

served at tables on the day. A minimum donation of £3 is requested to cover costs. If 

you would like to join us, please put your name and choice of ploughmans on the list in 

church, or email your choice to christine.gorringe@btinternet.com  
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William Tyndale,  

Bible translator and Reformation martyr 
This month is the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation, and so a good 
time to pay tribute to an outstanding English scholar, translator and martyr of the 
Reformation.   

William Tyndale (c. 1494 - 6th October 1536) was born near Gloucester, and studied at 
Oxford and Cambridge.  He could speak seven languages, and was proficient in ancient 
Hebrew and Greek.  As a priest, his abilities would have taken him a long way, but by 
1523 Tyndale’s only desire was to translate the Bible, so that English men and women 
could read it for themselves. It became his life’s passion. 

For Tyndale had rediscovered a vital doctrine that the Church had been ignoring:  that of 
justification by faith. He had found it when reading Erasmus's Greek edition of the New 
Testament.  In fact, his life’s work was well summed up in some words of his mentor, 
Erasmus: "Christ desires His mysteries to be published abroad as widely as possible. I 
would that [the Gospels and the epistles of Paul] were translated into all languages, of all 
Christian people, and that they might be read and known." 

Tyndale’s translation was the first Bible to be published in English, the first to draw 
directly from Hebrew and Greek texts, and the first English translation to take advantage 
of the printing press.  

It was to cost him his life.  For Tyndale’s work was seen as a direct challenge to the 
power of both the Roman Catholic Church and the laws of England in maintaining the 
Church’s position. 

When the authorities had tried to stop his translation, Tyndale fled to Hamburg, 
Wittenberg, Cologne, and finally to the Lutheran city of Worms. It was there, in 1525, his 
New Testament emerged. It was quickly smuggled into England, and King Henry VIII, 
Cardinal Wolsey, and others, were furious.   

Tyndale moved on to Antwerp, where for nine more years he continued his work. Then 
in May 1535 he was betrayed, arrested, and jailed in a castle near Brussels.  Tied to the 
stake for strangulation and burning, his dying prayer was that the King of England’s eyes 
would be opened.  Sure enough, two years later King Henry authorised the Great Bible 
for the Church of England, which relied largely on Tyndale’s work.  

Not only that, but in 1611, the 54 scholars who produced the King James Bible drew very 
heavily from Tyndale.  Even today we honour him:  in 2002, Tyndale was placed at 
number 26 in the BBC’s poll of 100 Greatest Britons. 
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From Andy Butt 
Tiptree Youth Project Outreach  
Community Youth Worker 

 

 

 

I don’t know if you ever watch Grand Prix Motor racing 

on TV, or have ever been lucky enough to see one live? 

If you have then you’ll know how it is just before the 

start of the race.  All the preparation has been laid, or hopefully should have been, 

there’s been a formation lap, the drivers are ready in their cars, there is a brief moment 

of quiet, and then the lights change and chaos ensues, well at least up until the first 

corner. With racing incidents and driver errors it can be anyone’s guess sometimes as to 

how lap one will pan out before there is order on the track and the race runs to its 

completion. 

September as I write this has been a bit like the start of a F1 race for me with 

TYPO.  Over the summer I’ve been planning for the reopening of CITY here in Tiptree and 

the start of KAFY in Kelvedon, whilst at the same time continuing to work in collaboration 

with the Essex Youth Service on a weekly sports session of detached youth work. At the 

back of my mind though has been what else can I be doing, and what else can we be 

doing as TYPO?   

Then the lights changed and we’re off at what seems like 150mph. CITY has reopened its 

doors at the URC on a Friday night and welcomed back a great bunch of young people, 

the team though could do with some extra help to keep the wheels on and the group 

fuelled up – let me know if you would like to volunteer at all - it doesn’t have to be every 

week. KAFY for Kelvedon and Feering young people is set to follow shortly, and there are 

exciting times ahead for other projects too.   I’ve been given the opportunity to get in to 

Thurstable School, now that they can allow external visitors, and am looking forward to 

shortly starting some Playground Pastoral sessions with my colleague Ben from the Essex 

Youth Service. I’m excited by how the relationship with the school can be developed. The 

Tuesday multisport sessions at Grove Road Playing Fields continue at least while the 

weather holds out until the half-term holiday’s after which we are now planning on 

moving inside. With the welcome support of the Parish Council, Ben and I are working on 



11 

 

creating a new Community Youth Club for the winter months, probably late afternoon on 

a Wednesday. Any offers of help with this will be welcome to. It could be a great time to 

join Team TYPO. 

Every so often I need to dive into the pit lane for a bit of attention. But I can’t stay long 

before hurtling out to join the race once again.  I don’t do that in my own strength 

though. We read in Hebrews 12 “And let us run with perseverance the race marked out 

for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.”   I hope and pray that I 

keep my eyes focused on Christ and what lies ahead. 

Andy 

You can contact me by email Andy@typo.uk.net or via facebook – search for Typo Andy 

or follow TYPO on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook @TiptreeYPO 

A thank you from Trudie 
I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to everyone who helped me 
to celebrate my big birthday last month. What a joy it was to receive 43 Birthday cards as 
well as some lovely greetings online and gifts. I enjoyed a very nice birthday tea with 
friends from church at Anne and Steve’s complete with chocolate cake and candles on 
the Wednesday. Alison had booked a weekend away at Holland on Sea at the Kingscliffe 
Hotel, with more surprises to come. 

The family came down and we went for a sail to see the seals, everyone munching on 
another chocolate cake, complete with plates and spoons, even the skipper enjoyed a 
slice. Good job the sea at Walton was not choppy, although it was a little breezy, and we 
did not get too close to the seals. 

It was lovely to visit Walton Parish Church on the 
Sunday morning, with a surprise visit from some 
of the family and friends, followed by lunch at my 
son’s home at Great Bentley. With a visit to 
Clacton and a ride on the big wheel before we 
came home on the Monday, the weekend left me 
with some very happy memories. I have so much 
to thank the LORD for every day, but especially 
for this very happy occasion. 

Love and God Bless 

Trudie Brown. 

mailto:Andy@typo.uk.net
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Where next after CCS? 
For the past two years I have been writing regular pieces about the CCS (Course in 
Christian Sudies) course and how it has been going for Martin and myself. So the 
question is, what happens next? Well, for Martin, who has quite enough on his plate as 
Treasurer of St Luke’s, Open Door editor, IT technician for the church, churchyard 
strimmer etc., it is to continue with his many roles, but with an increased understanding 
of his faith and with a sense that he is already doing what God has called him to do – 
and we could not do without any of the things he does so I am sure St Luke’s is very 
happy to have him continue. 

For me it is slightly different. To explain, I need to re-wind to the autumn of 2018 before 
we started on CCS. One Sunday morning I was serving in the sanctuary when I heard a 
very clear voice in my head telling me that I needed to have training. So I talked to Anne-
Marie and went to a day in Braintree in the November, where we thought about what 
God was calling us to do. I listened, took part in various sessions, including one on 
Licensed Lay Ministry (where I felt very much at home) and one on Ordination (where I 
didn’t) but came away from the day with a very clear view that I needed to do the 
Course in Christian Studies (CCS) first. So I decided to start with that in September 2019, 
and Martin decided to join me, which was a joy. 

I then move forward to February and March of 2021, when the CCS tutors started to 
encourage us to think about what came next for us, with the comment that if that was 
further training, then we needed to think about it now so we could enrol and continue 
with whatever it was in September. I prayed and I reflected, I asked God to tell me if CCS 
was the training He had wanted me to do, or if there was something more He was asking 
of me. Nothing came back to me. I attended some online discussions about vocations 
with various Diocesan advisors to talk about what we were being called to do. I 
remembered how at home I had felt back in 2018 talking about becoming a Licensed Lay 
Minister (LLM), although I also put considerable thought into whether Ordination was 
the route God wanted for me, although it still didn’t feel like ‘me’. However, I am not 
sure I really felt LLM was ‘me’ either. I struggled with feelings of inadequacy, who did I 
think I was to think God wanted me to do this. I finally moved past the concept of 
Ordination after reflecting about comments made at one of the online sessions, about 
those drawn to Ordination were most interested in the sacraments. I knew that the draw 
to me was in teaching others, both adults and children (having led children’s work at St 
Luke’s for many years) more about the God who I knew loved me. I still wasn’t clear it 
was what God wanted, in the end I prayed to him that I was going to do this as I thought 
it was what He had asked me to do, but if I had got it wrong to please tell me.  

I then took a leap of faith that it was what God wanted me to do and applied to the 
Diocese for consideration for training for lay ministry as an LLM. I knew it involved a 3 
year course in Chelmsford at the cathedral and that it was a big commitment from both 
me and the Diocese. I sought support from Anne-Marie and the PCC, asked people to act 
as referees for me, had a home visit from one of the Diocesan advisers and went on a 
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selection day at the beginning of July. At both the home visit and the two interviews on 
the selection day I was still half expecting to be laughed at over the thought of me doing 
this, but instead we seemed to just have chats about me, my faith, what fired me up and 
what I wanted to do. I also met some of the other applicants for the course at the day in 
July, as we were actually able to meet in person. 

To my delight (and still surprise, although I am trying to accept that everyone else sees 
this as being ‘right’ for me and that is God’s message for me) I was accepted. I have 
spent the summer alternating between excitement and nerves, asking myself “What 
have you got yourself into now, Wendy?” Everyone at St Luke’s has been very kind and 
supportive, telling me how pleased they were for me and how right it was. I have also 
been trying to step back from some of the things I do both at Church and in the 
community. I am still looking for someone to take over the role of PCC Secretary, if 
anyone is interested, and we can always do with more help with the children’s work. 

So now I have attended the induction evening and also my first teaching evening. I am 
with a group of 6 other LLM trainees and 3 Ordinands (as we follow the same course for 
the first 2 years), all of them lovely people and very supportive and friendly, they already 
feel like friends for life. I have met our formation tutor, a recent ‘graduate’ from the LLM 
training, who is also lovely and so helpful. As I sat in the cathedral last Thursday, after 
enjoying a lovely meal with the others and then taking Holy Communion together, I 
could not help but feel what a great joy and a privilege the whole experience was – and I 
still felt the same way after the first lecture!  

I know this is not going to be an easy path to take, that there will be more times when I 
doubt myself and my ability to stay the course. My prayer in the past few weeks has 
been that I know I cannot do this in my own strength, Father, but with You with me I can 
do anything. I just hope that will sustain me through the reality of essays and 
assignments, although at least I have now discovered the first two assignments for this 
term are 2,000 words long, not the 5,000 I was secretly dreading. The CCS essays were 
1,500 words (and I usually managed to go a bit over despite pruning) so I am telling 
myself they are not so much longer, although I will have to do more background reading 
and research before writing. 

Wish me luck! 

Wendy Borgartz 

Observations on our faith  

Though the Lord is out of sight, we are not out of His. – M Henry  

Man does what he can, and God what He will. – John Ray  

The gospel is good news.  But Jesus never said it was easy news. – Charles Colson  
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What is this life if full of care, 

We have no time to spend in prayer. 

No time when first we rise from bed 

To turn our eyes to Him who bled. 

Who first, before the dawning light 

Would to the wilderness take flight. 

Nothing would take pre-eminence 

Over His beloved Father’s sense 

Of knowing every need he could present 

Would be discussed in loving terms. 

How much more our Father longs 

Our morning prayers to Him ascends, 

Before the business of the day 

Makes us excuse ourselves and say 

Sorry, but I have no time to spend in prayer today. 

PRAYER 

Defender of the Faith 
It was 500 years ago, on 11th October 1521, that Pope Leo X granted the title ‘Defender 
of the Faith’ to King Henry VIII of England and Ireland. It recognised the King’s defence of 
the sacrament of marriage, the supremacy of the Pope, and his opposition to the 
Protestant Reformation and the ideas of Martin Luther. The title has been inherited by 
all British monarchs since then. 

Ironically, it was only 17 years later that Henry was excommunicated by another Pope, 
Paul III, because of his divorce from Catherine of Aragon. Even more ironically, this came 
after Henry had his next queen, Anne Boleyn, executed. His infatuation with Anne had 
been the reason he decided excommunication was a price worth paying, in the hope 
that she would provide him with an heir. 

Anne was a keen supporter of Martin Luther, and her influence – and the excommunica-
tion – led to the independence of Britain from the Roman Catholic Church, and therefore 
to the Reformation.  

Anne was the mother of Queen Elizabeth I, the strongly Protestant and long-lived sover-
eign who was in fact the successor that Henry VIII had longed for. It just never occurred 
to him that it could be a woman. 
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 The Church of England in crisis  
The Save the Parish manifesto, in brief, is: 

To support the archbishops in keeping their pledge to support the 
parish as the best means of evangelism. 

To put the “frontline first”, ensuring that resources that properly 
belong to and are generated by the parishes remain at parish level, freeing up 
laity and clergy for mission. 

To ensure that law and projects which initiate from the centre all support and 
enhance the parochial system by integrating the Strategic Development Fund 
into the parish and opposing the revision to the Mission & Pastoral Measure 
which would make it easier and quicker for the dioceses to close churches, make 
priests redundant, and throw priests out of their homes. 

We believe that effective mission requires the prioritisation of spending on good 
theological education as a crucial investment. 

We will call for a Church-State commission to agree a national plan to protect and 
preserve historic parish buildings.   

 

The Save The Parish campaign launched in August.  Below is the launch letter.  More 
details are at http://savetheparish.com  

*** 

This group of concerned lay members of the Church of England is compelled to approach 
the Commissioners on behalf of many congregations across the country, particularly 
those in rural parishes, who are beset with difficulties in maintaining and expressing their 
faith in the face of falling revenues, declining congregations and, most particularly, 
seemingly inept management by the hierarchy. In the face of inaction and worse, 
inappropriate action, by both central church and dioceses we consider that if we failed to 
draw these fundamental concerns to the attention of the Commissioners we should be 
letting down the Supreme Governor of our national church.  

We have no common interests other than a shared desire to get something done to slow 
down and hopefully reverse the decline. As active members of our Churches, and unpaid 
volunteers, we observe at close quarters the difficulties faced by our incumbents in 
holding together the congregations, and preserving vulnerable church buildings, often in 
multiple parishes.  

We have been brought together by this shared concern, initially expressed simply in 
letters to the press which have given rise to a widespread supportive response and have 
now been taken up in articles by interested journalists, particularly in The Times, The 
Daily Telegraph and The Spectator, and supported by leading articles. It has become clear 
from this surge of interest in the issue of a failing church and its insouciant hierarchy that 
the church really is facing a serious crisis across the nation about which nothing 
constructive is apparently being done.  

http://savetheparish.com/
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The level of support that we have received from parish volunteers around the country 
confirms that there is a huge groundswell of dissatisfaction with the way in which the 
Church of England is being managed. Recent events in the Winchester diocese lead us to 
be concerned that this groundswell could turn into open rebellion.  

The Central Church  

Our principal cause for concern is that the church is too top-heavy and unwieldy, with 
authority too widely spread to initiate the kind of reforms which are clearly necessary. 
These would involve reductions in the number and staffing levels, first of the seven 
bodies charged with governance, and then of the 42 dioceses. We have seen no move to 
simplify the organisation, to improve its decision-making procedures and to reduce its 
central costs.  

The Dioceses  

The dioceses, which are autonomous bodies and therefore accountable to no-one, are 
not interested in the reforms needed to reduce their costs – which are being loaded onto 
the parishes and slowly suffocating them. As congregations have shrunk and revenues 
have fallen (dramatically recently, for covid-related reasons) more and more parishes are 
finding themselves unable to meet the contribution known as the Parish Share, which is 
putting more and more pressure on incumbents. Many of them are now having to 
manage multiple parishes with no additional help from the dioceses, whose bureaucrats 
are preferring to cut stipendiary priests and close parishes rather than axe their own 
jobs.  

200 years ago there were 26 diocesan bishops. Today there are 42 bishops, including the 
two archbishops, yet the number of parish clergy had fallen from over 25,000 at its 
height to fewer than 7,000 by 2019. Not only are there 42 diocesan bishops but almost 
all have at least one suffragan bishop - altogether 112 bishops - and all have staff, 
including proliferating archdeacons and assistant archdeacons, few of whom are 
noticeably supporting the parishes. We believe, first that there are too many dioceses 
and second that their administration could be more effectively centralised, as the 
administrators in the 42 dioceses are all performing the same tasks. Thirdly, we think that 
the many managerial posts set up purely for promotional activities, often offering 
salaries far exceeding those of the parish clergy, should be abolished: they do not 
genuinely add value to the parishes. An egregious example of this kind of unnecessary 
expenditure is the £90,000 salary offered for a CEO in Chelmsford - the very same 
diocese where 26 churches are being closed. If the dioceses were relieved of these 
administrative and marketing tasks they could focus on what is surely the most 
important function of spreading Christ’s gospel through ministry and pastoral work in 
support of the parishes. Bishops and archdeacons should concentrate on helping existing 
parishes to grow new congregations rather than allowing their staff to smother clergy 
and volunteers with ever increasing administrative demands. This would substantially 
reduce the financial burden being placed upon parishes whilst at the same time helping 
them to grow.  
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The Parishes  

A fundamental belief of our established church, as reasserted by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, is that it should have a presence in every parish, but it has become apparent 
that the survival of the parishes is threatened by the financial burden imposed by the 
dioceses. Those of us directly affected by the fall in revenue are witnessing closures and 
incumbents forced to take on additional parishes with no additional support. The central 
church and the dioceses should recognise their plight, reduce their own costs, as 
described above, and thereby reduce the Parish Share. Inter alia, incumbents should be 
protected from being dispossessed of their vicarages while they are still living in them. 
Sacking clergy, while they are in middle age, with families to keep, and no alternative 
jobs for which they are equipped, seems callous and unchristian. Of course, very few 
parish priests are willing to state their own case publicly and it must be for us lay 
members, with nothing at stake, to argue for these changes.  

The Estate  

The parishes are responsible for the maintenance of the churches and graveyards in 
their care, many of which are of historic importance and all of local significance, and are 
increasingly expensive to keep in order. This cost is exacerbated by the need to conform 
with centrally imposed rules, leading to repair bills which are quite out of proportion to 
the congregation’s ability to meet them. The cost of maintaining and restoring this 
precious national resource should be assumed by Historic England or English Heritage.  

Recommendations  

Our principal recommendation is that, with the exception of the estate, the growth in 
central and diocesan costs should be reversed. This view is fully supported by a 
financially distinguished member of the General Synod who wrote: “It is time to plan for 
reconstructing the arrangement of the Church of England’s finances and, in particular, 
financial responsibility for Diocesan Church House activities across the country”. He went 
on “From the expenditure perspective this will motivate the Church to reduce 
significantly the duplication of administration across our 42 dioceses, as was requested 
by the General Synod in 2018”.  

Any change will have to be imposed from above because the bureaucracies naturally 
have no interest in reforming themselves but, if the Church of England is to survive, it 
must reduce the financial burden on the parishes. None of this will happen immediately 
and in the meantime the Church Commissioners should support the rationalisation of 
the dioceses, forcing them, in turn, to support the remaining parishes by reducing the 
Parish Share, using central funds to subsidise those for which even that will not be 
enough.  

If our beloved Church of England is to be saved, and indeed to flourish again, it can only 
be done by the parishes, freed from our shackles by the measures we have proposed.  

Or, if it is not saved, where is there a proper plan for what is to be done with all the 
parish buildings we have loved, a network which we should never be able to put back, 
once lost, for any future generations of Christians?  
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Book the Hall in St Luke’s Church Extension 

for your meeting, group or event 

Bookings & Enquiries 
 

Phone Gareth Williams:  

01621 818069 

hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com 

Wi-fi available for  

group leaders or speakers  

(discuss your needs when  
 

booking)            

Covid 19:   All hirers are asked to complete a Covid Risk Assessment & follow our Covid 

Bookings Policy when on the premises. 

The extension has seen a number of 

improved facilities including a separate 

new entrance for all users, additional 

toilets, storage space and an enlarged 

kitchen.   Now we are able to re open 

following the Covid19 pandemic why not 

use us for your meeting, group or event? 
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Harebells at St Luke’s 

You may recall in the August/September 2020 Open Door an article by Clive & Helen 
Eastbrook’s grandson Adam about harebells in St Luke’s churchyard.  These are pictures 
of them now in an area that has been left to grow wild. 
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How to read the Bible  

Bible Sunday is 24th October, below is a suggestion of ways to read the Bible to get the 
most out of the experience The Bible Society has some excellent resources at https://
www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/bible-sunday/  

.Reading the Bible is much easier if you follow some simple steps and get prepared. And, 
as you delve into it, you might find that you are more familiar with the Bible than you 
expected: it crops up in everything from Shakespeare to Hollywood movies; it’s inspired 
musicians, historical figures down the centuries, and campaigners. 

The Bible is complex. It’s not one book but a collection of 66 books, split into two 
sections: the Old Testament and the New Testament. Each one of these books are 
divided into chapters and verses. People often find it easier to begin at the opening of 
the New Testament, which starts about three-quarters of the way through. 

The New Testament begins with four accounts of the life of Jesus Christ, the founder of 
Christianity, known as the Son of God. These accounts are known as the gospels. They 
include eye-witness reports of what happened. Matthew and John were among Jesus’ 12 
closest followers. Here you can read about what Jesus did and said – His profound 
teaching, how He healed people of sickness and how He challenged the authorities. The 
Gospels also tell us about His death by crucifixion and how He came back to life and then 
returned to heaven. 

The first Gospel, Matthew, opens with the story of Jesus’ birth (the event which is 
celebrated at Christmas) and then jumps forward 30 years to when Jesus began travelling 
around what is now Israel and the Palestinian territories telling people about God. 
Starting with a Gospel introduces you to the person of Jesus and the basics of Christian 
belief.  

Early Christian teaching  A good next step is to read some of the teaching given to 
the early Christian Church. Much of the New Testament is a series of letters written by 
early Christian leaders such as Paul. He travelled around the lands of the eastern 
Mediterranean, telling people about Jesus. He then wrote to the various newly-
established churches and individuals to encourage them in their beliefs. Letters such as 
Philippians or Colossians are short, bite-sized letters full of advice about how to live a 
Christian life. 

Getting to grips with the whole Bible takes some time, but it is worth the effort. In his 
second letter to a young leader called Timothy, Paul says the Bible is “inspired by God and 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness”. 

How to read the Bible     Many people find it helpful to find a quiet and comfortable 
place to sit and read the Bible and make sure that they read it every day. Take time to 
digest what it says. You could say a quick prayer – asking God to help you understand 
what you are reading and its relevance to you.   You can find Bible reading notes and 
other resources on the internet to help you. 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/bible-sunday/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/bible-sunday/
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Baptisms 
18 July  Ryan Trenchard    St Luke’s 
25 July  Freddie Hall     St Luke’s 
1 Aug   Henrietta & Francis Day   Great Braxted 
5 Sept   Chizara Nwosu     Great Braxted 
 

Confirmation 
5 Sept   Ryan Trenchard    from St Luke’s, confirmed at St Mary’s,  
          Kelvedon 
 

Thanksgiving for the Birth of a Child 
24 July  Olive Caporale     Great Braxted 
 

Weddings 
8 July  James Crane & Daisy Bulbulia  Great Braxted 
23 July  Steven Burgess & Emma Burrell Great Braxted 
28 July  Daniel Bates & Kayleigh Evans  Great Braxted 
29 July  Adam Duffill & Lauren Ball  Great Braxted 
29 July  Colin Burridge & Lea Buchanan  St Luke’s 
13 Aug  Daniel Bilsland & Alexandra Berriman St Luke’s 
23 Aug  Daniel Wabe & Claire Richardson Great Braxted 
31 Aug  Colin Woods & Jodie Kelly  Great Braxted 
9 Sept   Joseph Stubbings & Alice Redding Great Braxted 
 

Prayer & Dedication after Civil Marriage 
10 Sept   Danny & Holly Barton   Great Braxted 
 

Funerals 
15 July  Doreen Tye     Messing Cemetery 
19 July  Hazel Curtis     Colchester Crematorium 
4 Aug  Derek Kirby     St Luke’s 
6 Aug  Jean Cheeseman    Colchester Crematorium 
10 Aug  Graham Harvey    Great Braxted 
24 Aug  Thomas Dewis     Chelmsford Crematorium 
6 Sept  Colin Pennick     St Luke’s 
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All in the month of October 
It was:  

75 years ago, on 1st Oct 1946 that the International War Crimes Tribunal in Nuremberg 
ended.  12 Nazi leaders were sentenced to death for war crimes committed during WWII.  
10 of them were hanged on 16th October. Hermann Goering committed suicide the night 

before he was to be hanged. 
*** 

70 years ago, from 15th to 17th Oct 1951 that the first party election broadcasts were 
televised in the UK.  The three main parties, Liberal, Conservative and Labour, were 

allocated 15 minutes each. 
*** 

Also 70 years ago, on 18th Oct 1951 that Snowdonia National Park was  
established in Wales.   

 

Also 70 years ago, on 30th Oct 1951 that Dartmoor National Park was established. 
 

Also 70 years ago, on 31st Oct 1951, that zebra crossings were introduced in the UK.  The 
first one was in Slough, Berks.   

*** 
65 years ago, from 29th Oct to 7th Nov 1956 that the Suez Crisis took place.  Israel invaded 

Egypt in an attempt to regain Western control of the Suez Canal and remove President 
Gamal Abdel Nasser from power.  Britain and France joined the invasion but were forced 

to withdraw by the United Nations, the USA and the USSR.  British Prime Minister 
Anthony Eden resigned in Jan 1957 and Sinai was occupied by Israel until March 1957. 

*** 
50 years ago, on 1st Oct 1971 that the first CT scan was performed on a patient at 

Atkinson Morley Hospital in Wimbledon. 

All in the month of November 
It was:  

300 years ago, on 2nd November 1721 that Peter I was proclaimed Emperor of  
all the Russias.  

*** 
150 years ago, on 10th November 1871 that explorer Henry M. Stanley found missionary 

David Livingstone at Ujiji, Africa. Stanley began his search the previous March for 
Livingstone who had been missing for two years. Upon locating him, he simply asked, 

"Dr. Livingstone, I presume?"  
*** 

105 years ago, on 18th November 1916 during World War I, that allied General Douglas 
Haig called off the First Battle of the Somme after five months. The Allies had advanced 

125 square miles at a cost of 420,000 British and 195,000 French soldiers. German losses 
were over 650,000 men.  

*** 
85 years ago, on 30th November 1936 that the Crystal Palace burned down. The huge 

glass building originally housed the Great Exhibition of 1851. 

https://www.historyplace.com/worldhistory/firstworldwar/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/nov-somme.htm
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofEngland/Great-Exhibition-of-1851/
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Wordsearch 
HARVEST 
October brings us Harvest Thanksgiving, when we thank God for all the bounty of 
Creation.  If you ever doubt God’s generosity towards us, just stroll down the aisles of 
your local supermarket: they are groaning with food of a vast variety, of every colour, 
texture and taste that you can imagine.  Our God is a hedonist when it comes to food - He 
could have provided just a few basic edible things for us to eat; instead, the choice seems 
endless.   But in the midst of all this bounty, take time to remember all the millions of 
people worldwide who are starving this month, desperate for any kind of food.  Before 
God in prayer, decide how much you can give this month to one of the many charities 
who are trying to help people in need, and be generous.    

October 
Harvest 
Thanksgiving 
bounty 

God 
creation 
generosity 
supermarket 

food 
vast 
variety 
edible 

choice 
endless 
millions 
starving 

pray 
give 
charities  
eat 

help 
desperate 
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Our page 
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The pandemic of 2020/21 was not just viral. A perfect storm of fast evolving technology 
and a nation confined to home and online also led to the spread of sophisticated scams. 

According to a Which analysis scams are up a third since March 2020. So what are the 
“scams du jour”? 

Phone or text messages from what look like trusted sources, particularly regarding online 
shopping deliveries. A plausible message starts with notification of a missed parcel, for 
instance a text from Royal Mail scam asks for a small payment to reorganise a parcel 
delivery, once done a ’bank official’ calls to inform you the charge was a scam and now 
you must move funds to a ‘safe’ account. A second, less suspicious and potentially more 
likely to succeed scam is a missed delivery text from the Post Office that sends you to a 
website to locate your nearest pick-up depot, the site will ask you to enter personal 
details that can then be used to commit identity fraud, so the attack on your bank 
account will come later. 

What to do: report to on www.actionfraud.police.uk or 0300 123 2040. Contact citizens 
advice helpline 0808 2231133 

HMRC will never notify you by text or email about a tax rebate or refund. The fake texts 
and emails look very convincing, but the tax man will never ask you for any personal 
information, including your national insurance number, passport number or driving 
license details. 

What to do: visit www.gov.uk or call 0300 2003310 

Investment Scams. It is illegal to call to offer a free pension review, so always hang up. 
Fake bond and ISA websites can be very convincing and look very similar to the legitimate 
company they are imitating. For example: www.avivauk.com or www.avivabonds.com 
instead of www.aviva.co.uk. 
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What to do: report any suspicion of investment scams to The Financial Conduct 
Authority www.fca.org.uk , 0800 1116768 or check out their financial services registrar. 

NHS scams are a particularly base form of opportunism. Such as fake applications for 
‘Covid passports’ or Track and Trace alerts that you have been in contact with a positive 
case and need to pay for a test. The NHS will never ask you to pay up front for any 
service and neither will they ask you for any personal details. Some good news is that 
The Banking Protocol, a UK wide scheme created in 2016 to enable branch staff to alert 
their local police force if they suspect a customer is being scammed, has been extended 
to cover online banking. 

Lastly. A reminder that it takes 2 to hang up a phone call. So, if you receive a call with a 
number that looks like your bank or utility company and they ask you to call back to 
verify it is them, call from a different phone because they may have left the line open. 

If you would like a Scam Avoidance toolkit or would like to arrange a “Talk” with Home 
Instead and a community police representative call us on: 01376 319100 

Ambresbury Care Ltd trading as Home Instead Braintree 
Office Address: Le Moyne Suite 1, Lynderswood Court, London Road, Braintree, Essex CM77 8QN 

Registered in England and Wales Company Registration No: 12910122 
Registered Address: Ambresbury, Clays Lane • Loughton, IG10 2RZ 

Telephone: 10376 319100 • Website: www.homeinstead.co.uk/braintree 
Each Home Instead® franchise office is independently owned and operated. © 2021 Home Instead Limited. 
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Crossword 

Happiness 
 
A professor gave a balloon to every student, who had to inflate it, write their name on it 
and throw it in the hallway. The professor then mixed all the hundreds of balloons. The 
students were given 5 minutes to find their own balloon. Despite a hectic search, no one 
found their balloon. At that point the professor told the students to take the first balloon 
that they found and hand it to the person whose name was written on it. Within 5 
minutes everyone had their own balloon.  
 
The professor said to the students: “These balloons are like happiness. We will never find 
it if everyone is looking for their own. But if we care about other people's happiness.... 
we'll find ours too. 
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Across 

1 ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to insult God’s high priest?”’  

 (Acts 23:4) (4) 

3   They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) (8) 

9 ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — , the son of Zuph, an  

 Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 

10  Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 

11  Where American livestock can be reared (5) 

12  Listen (anag.) (6) 

14  Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5) 

17  He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6) 

19  Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5) 

22  Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 

23  Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3) 

24  Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8) 

25  Note (anag.) (4) 

 

Down 

1   Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 

2 ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free’  

 (Psalm 119:32) (3,2) 

4   ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’ (Judges 18:20) (9,4) 

5   ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5) 

6   The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) (7) 

7  Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1) 

8   He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 

13  ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 

15  ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ (Acts 2:41) (5,2) 

16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of this  

 (Revelation 21:18) (6) 

18  ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus 
 Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5) 

20  ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5) 

21  Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1) 
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When the film makers come to church 
 

The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 

 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

It has all been excitement and activity here this last week, with a period drama being 
filmed using our church. It was remarkable how many people felt the need to drop in to 
church to collect magazines, check the reading rota or arrange flowers, just happening to 
stumble over the film stars en route. If only they were filming every week, then our 
brasses would be permanently gleaming, woodwork smothered in beeswax and the 
notice board kept in a state of perpetual tidiness. 

Our Ladies Guild was thrilled to be asked to take part in a crowd scene. I saw little point in 
the wardrobe department taking hours fitting them out with Victorian dresses, as the 
result was little different from normal. The only awkward moment came after filming, 
when Mrs Simms was told she could now remove her bustle. She told the girl she already 
had. 

The producer thanked me for taking the trouble of going round church before they 
arrived, removing all those modern conveniences that would not have been there in the 
nineteenth century. I hadn’t the heart to tell him that nothing was any different from 
normal. 

Lord Marchmount was thoroughly miffed that they were not also using his castle for 
filming, even though the producer explained with exemplary patience that they needed a 
nineteenth century setting, not one which looked as if the cast had just returned from the 
Crusades. His revenge, getting the farm staff to spread slurry in all the surrounding fields 
throughout filming, has apparently meant that film stars now have a clause in their 
contracts protecting them from rural life. The issue of whether the outbreak of 
salmonella poisoning in the cast had anything to do with the catering caravan being 
liberally coated is to be settled in the courts. 

When all was finished, I thought it only right to invite the film crew and actors to the 
vicarage for sherry. When the producer left, I was delighted to be told he had just 
discovered the perfect home for filming his next project – which is about Elizabethan 
poverty. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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Messing Church from the air 

Picture courtesy of Adam Hough  
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TIPTREE BEER & WINE MAKERS GUILD  

(Otherwise known as the TIPTREE Tipplers Social Club) 
 

New to the village or simply wish to do something different? We started 
in 1970 as a wine and beer making guild and although members still 
brew their own and compete in our annual competitions, we are now 

more of a social club meeting monthly. 
 

You do not have to make your own wine or beer or have any 
knowledge on the subject, the only requirement is to have fun and 

meet great people.   
 

We have an event or theme each month sometimes with a guest 
speaker.  There are always nibbles & cheese provided & sometimes 

additional food at a small cost. 
 

We normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at St 
Luke’s Church Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm 

 
You are most welcome to come and try out a night for free. Just  

turn up and make yourself known to Neil or Steve and bring a drink  
for yourself. There are no admission fees & our yearly membership  

is just £30.  
See the church notice board for our events in 2021-22  

 
Come along and ask for Neil or Steve who will  

introduce you to some of our members 
For more information contact Neil Caney on 07581-093586 

 

 
Covid-19 
We are not currently supplying nibbles so please 
bring your own. Face masks are no longer 
mandatory but feel free to wear one if you wish. 
We are seating 4 persons to a table & there is a 
good amount of space between tables. Windows 
are opened to allow air into the room. If possible 
we are asking people to do a Lateral Flow Test 
before attending the meeting. You will NOT be 
asked for any proof of this or your Covid Vaccine 
certificate.  
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Smile 
Here are some more real-life extracts from church bulletins and notices that didn’t come 
out quite in the way intended!  (hopefully none in Open Door!) 

 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb entertainment, and gracious 
hostility. 

Harvest Supper Friday at 6pm. Prayer and medication to follow. 

The Men’s group will meet at 6pm. Steak, mashed potatoes, green beans, wine and 
dessert will be served for a nominal feel. 

Jumble sale: The ladies of our church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be 
seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7pm. Please use the back door. 

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?’ Come early and 
listen to our choir practice. 

*** 
Grammatical sense 

If people from Poland are called Poles, then why aren’t people from Holland called 
Holes?  

*** 
Others 

If it’s true that we are here to help others, then what exactly are the others here for?  
*** 

Men and the TV remote 
Men don't want to see what's on television. They want to see WHAT ELSE is on 

television.  
*** 

Why is it that everyone can remember their childhood phone number, but can't 
remember the password they set up yesterday?  

*** 
The sentence, ‘Are you as bored as I am?’, can be read backwards and still make sense. 

*** 
From a church report on renovations at a Youth Centre in Northants: ‘The lift and the 

new windows are installed and the non-alcoholic bar is already plastered.’ 
*** 

What you need 
A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson and wanted to make sure she 
had made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell me what you must do before you can 

obtain forgiveness of sin?”  

There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy spoke up. 
"Sin?"  
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13 October  -  Edward the Confessor –  
helping to found Westminster Abbey 
If you approve of giving money to help cathedrals survive, then Edward the Confessor 
(1003 – 66) is the saint for you.  This early King of England was the virtual founder of 
Westminster Abbey.  And never mind entrance charges -   at one point in his life, Edward 
was giving a full tenth of his income to Westminster Abbey. 

Edward was the son of King Ethelred the Unready and his second, Norman wife, Emma.  
After various ups and downs which included a brief exile in Normandy, Edward was 
made King of England in 1042.   

As King, Edward had a tricky time of it – trying to keep the peace for over 20 years while 
various Danish and Norman magnates struggled for power (which eventually led to the 
Norman Conquest). Scholars have argued over how much of a success he was as a king. 

As a Christian, there is no doubt:  Edward’s holiness was evident to all.  He made himself 
accessible to his people, he was generous to the poor, and chaste.  He was also reputed 
to have seen visions and even achieved miraculous cures for people through prayer.     

Edward did much to help the Church in many ways.  His lasting contribution was the 
original Westminster Abbey - a huge Romanesque church, 300 feet long, with a nave of 
12 bays.  Westminster Abbey became the place of coronation and burial of kings and 
queens of England.  It was finished and consecrated just before his death.  Edward was 
buried there, and his relics are undisturbed to this day. 

During the Middle Ages, Edward was a very popular saint: along with Edmund of East 
Anglia he was widely considered to be England’s patron saint for a time. 
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 0 

Place an advert in our church magazine - Open Door 

and promote your group, event or business 

   

    Open Door is the bi-monthly parish magazine 

for the churches of St Luke’s Tiptree, 

All Saints’ Great Braxted, 

All Saints’ Inworth 

and 

All Saints’ Messing 
 

We have very good rates! 
 

Charity and church events – special rates, please contact the Team Administrator 

Quarter page £5.00 per edition ; Half page £10.00 per edition  

Full page £20.00 per edition, special reduced rates for a year (6 issues) 
  

Bookings & Enquiries to: 

Christine Hall, Team Administrator 

email thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or call 01621 819557 
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Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare 

At this time of the year it is important to be aware of hedgehogs, particularly during Guy 
Fawkes preparations. Please take great care to check for the little chaps under the 
bonfire BEFORE you set light to it. This has been a bad year for fly strike with hedgehogs 
suffering horribly. Should you come across a hedgehog, particularly in daylight hours, 
please do not leave it for several days. Take it to a hedgehog rescue or bring it to SESAW 
immediately. Advance apologies to those with a sensitive stomach but so many arrivals 
have been unfurled to reveal maggots eating them alive. The prickly little chaps are now 
classified as vulnerable on the Mammal Society's Red List Please also remember to keep 
your cats safe and dogs calm as we approach Halloween and Fireworks night. 
 
Everyone has a book in them, including one of our supporters. Frank Payne has written 
about his early life, from a wartime childhood in South East London to a promising 
career in sports journalism which was rudely interrupted by two years National Service. 
The author’s return to Civvy Street was peppered with disappointment and disaster, 
whetting the reader’s appetite for the next instalment later this year. “Here Today, Goon 
Tomorrow” is available for £5, all proceeds to SESAW, please phone or text 07881 
785535 to order a copy. Mum says I’m not to get any big ideas, the world is not ready for 
the memoirs of me,  
 
Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua. 
 
Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Registered Charity No.1124029, Stoke Road, 
Leavenheath, CO6 4PP. Tel: 01787 210888 www.sesaw.co.uk 

Baby hedgehog being hand fed 

https://www.sesaw.co.uk/
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Solutions: 
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The opinions expressed in Open Door are not necessarily those of the Ministry Team, Team Council 
or Parochial Church Councils of the Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry.  Open Door is not 

responsible for errors or omissions, accuracy of the content, nor the failure of any published event to 
go ahead.  


